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Mr. SECRETARY DUNDAS. 


* 


Silly”. London, June 6, 1792. 


8 you opened the debate in the Houſe of Com- 
1 mons, May 2 5th. on the Proclamation for 
ſuppreſſing Publications, which that Proclamation 
(without naming any) calls wicked and ſeditious, 
and as you applied thoſe opprobious epithets to 
the works entitled * RIGHTS OF MAN,” I 
think it unneceſſary to offer any other reaſon for 
addreſling this Letter to you. 

I begin, then, at once, by declaring that I do 
not believe there are to be found in the writings 
of any author, ancient or modern, on the ſubject 
of Government, a ſpirit of greater benignity, and 


a ſtronger inculcation of moral principles, than in 


thoſe which I have publiſhed. * They come, Sir, 
from a man, who, by having lived in different 
countries, and under different ſyſtems of Govern- 
ment, and who, being intimate in the conſtruc- 
tion of them, is a better judge of the ſubject than 
it is poſſible that you, from the want of thoſe op- 
portunities, can be And, beſides this, they come 


from an heart that knows not how to beguile. 
3 AZ I will 
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I will further ſay, that when that moment ar- 
rives in which the beſt conſolation that ſhall be left 
will be that of looking back on ſome paſt actions, 


more virtuous, more meritorious, than the reſt, I 


hall then with happineſs remember, among other 


things, I have written the RIGHTS OF MAN.— 
As to what Proclamations, or Proſecutions, or 
Place men, or place-expeftants—thoſe who poſ- 
leſs, or thoſe who are gaping for office, may ſay 


of them, it will not alter their character, either | 


with the world or with me. 

Having, Sir, made this declaration, I ſhalt pro- 
ceed to remark, not particularly upon your own 
Speech on that occaſion, but on any other Speech 
to which your Motion on that day gave riſe ; and 
I ſhall begin with that of Mr. Apam. 

This Gentleman accuſes me of not having done 
the very thing that I have done, and which, he 
fays, if I had done, he ſhould not have acceled 
me. 

Mr. Apa, in his 8 peech, (ſee the Morning 
Chronicle of May 26,) os, That he had well 

&< conſidered the ſubject of Conſtitutional Publi- 
“ cations, and was by no means ready to fay (but 
«I contrary) that books of ſeience upon Go- 
* yernment, though recommending a doctrine or 
* ſyſtem different from the form of our Conſtitu- 
tion, (meaning that of En gland) were fit objects 
& of proſecution ; that if he Nd, he muſt condemn 
* (which he meant not to do) HarrinGTon for 
s his Oceana, Sia Tromas Mort for his Eu- 
& topia, and Hume for his idea of a perfect Com- 
ce mon-wealth. But, (continued Mr. Adam,) the 
< Publication of Mr. PaINER was very different; 
& for it reviled what was mo/t ſacred in the Con- 
6 ſtitution, deſtroyed every principle of ſubordi- 
* nation, and e/tabliſhed nothing in their room.“ 

1 readily 


Nr 
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I readily- perceive that Mr. Ap au had not read 
the Second Part of the Rights of Man, and I am put 
under the neceſſity, — of ſubmitting to an er- 
roneous charge, or of juſtifying myſelf againſt it; 
and I certainly ſhall prefer the latter. ik 
ſhall prove to Mr. Apam, that, in my reaſonin 
upon Syſtems of Government in the Second Part of 
Rights of Man, I have ſhewn as clearly, I think, 
as words can convey ideas, a certain ſyſtem of Go- 
vernment; and that not exiſting in theory only, 
but already in full and eſtabliſhed practice, and 
fyſtematically and practically free from all the vices 
and defects of the Engliſh Government, and capa- 
ble of producing more happineſs to the People, 

and that alſo with an eightieth part of, the Taxes, 
which the preſent Syſtem of Engliſh Government 
conſumes ; I hope he will do me the juſtice when 
he next goes to the Houſe, to get up and confeſs 
he had been miſtaken in ſaying, that I had ta- 
bliſhed nothing, and that I had deftroyed every princi- 
ple of ſubordination. Having thus opened the caſe, 
I now came to the point. 

Ia the Second Part of RIGHTS OF MAN, I1 
have diſtinguiſhed Government into two claſſes or 
ſyſtems ; the one the hereditary ſyſtem; the other 
the repreſentative ſyſtem. 

In the Firſt Part of Rights of Man, I have en- 
deavoured to ſhew, and | challenge ary man to 
refure it, that there does not exiſt a right to eſta- 
bliſn Hereditary Government; or, in other words, 
Hereditary Governors; becauſe Hereditary Go- 
vernment always means a Government yet to come, 
and the caſe always is, that rhe People who are 
to live afterwards, have always the ſame right to 
chuſe a Government for themſelves, as the people 
kad who lived before them. 


In 


_—_ ates * — ng. 


office of National "Fruit. If, then, ſuch a fitneſs of 


facred ; but J hope he does not mean hereditary 
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In the Second Part of Rights of Man, I have 
not repeated thoſe arguments, becauſe they are 
irrefutable; but have confined myſelf to ſhew the 
8 of what is called Hereditary Government, 

or Hereditary Succeſſion ; that it muſt, from the 
nature of it, throw Government 'into the hands of 
men totally unworthy of it, from want of prin- 
eiple, or unfitted for it from want of capacity.— 
James the IId is recorded as an inſtance of the firſt 
of theſe caſes; and inſtances are to be found almoſt 
all over Europe to prove the truth of the latter. 

To ſhew the abſurdity of the Hereditary Syſtem 
ſtill more ſtrongly, I will now put the following 
caſe: Take any fifty men promiſcuouſly, and it 
will be very extraordinary, if out of that number, 
one man ſhould be found, whoſe principles and 
talents taken together, (tor ſome might have prin- 
ciples, and others have talents) would render him a 
perſon truly fitted to fill any very extraordinary 


character could not be expecled to be found in 
more than one perſon out ol fifty, it would happen 
but once in a thouſand years to the eldeſt ſon of 
any one family, admitting each, on an average, to 
hold the office twenty years. Mr. Adam talks of 
ſomething in the Conſtitution which he calls 294 


fucceſhon, a thing which appears to me a violation 
of every order of nature, and of common ſenſe. 

When [| look into Hiſtory and ſee the multitudes 
of men, otherwiſe virtuous, who have died, 
and their families been ruined, in defence af 
knaves and fools, and which they would not have 
done, had they reaſoned at all upon the ſyſtem3 
1 do not know a greater good that an inhvidual 
can render to mankind, than to endeavour to 
break the chains of political ſuperſtition, Thoſe 

| 2 | chains 
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chains are now diſſolving faſt, and proclamations 
and proſecutions will ſerve but to haſten that diſ- 
ſolution. 

Having thus poken of the Hereditary Syſtem as 
a bad ſyſtem, and ſubject to every poſſible defect; 


I now come to the Repreſentative Syſtem ; and this 


Mr. Apau will find ſtated in the Second Part of 


Rights of Man, not only as the beſt, but as the 
only Theory of Government under which the li- 
berties of a people can be permanently ſecure. 

But it 18 needleſs now to talk of mere Theory, 
ſince there is already a Government in full prac- 
tice, eſtabliſhed upon that Theory, or in other 
words, upon the Rights of Man, and has been ſo 
for almoſt twenty years. Mr. Pitt, in a ſpeech of 
his ſome ſhort time ſince, ſaid, That there never 


did, and never could exiſt a Government eſta- 


« bliſhed upon. thoſe Rights, and that if it began 
** at noon, it would end at night.” Mr. Pitt is not 
yet arrived to the degree of a ſchool-boy in this 
ſpecies of knowledge. His practice has been con- 
fined to the means of extorting revenue, and his 
boaſt has been—how much? Whereas the boaſt of 
the Syſtem of Government that I am ſpeaking of, 
is not how much, but how little. 

The Syſtem of Government purely repreſenta- 
tive, unmixed with any thing of hereditary non- 
ſenſe, began in America. I will now compare the 
effects of that ſyſtem of Government with the ſy{- 
tem of. Government in England, both during, and 
ſince the cloſe of the war. 

So powerful is the Repreſentative Syſtem ; firſt, 
by combining and conſolidating all the parts of. a 
country together, however great. the extent ; and 
ſecondly, by admytting of none but men properly 
qualified into the Government, or diſmiſſing them 


Fe they prove to be otherwiſe, that America was 
. - enabled 
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enabled thereby totally to defeat and overthrow all 
the ſchemes and projects of the Hereditary Govern- 
ment of England againſt her., As the eſtabliſh- 


ment of the Revolution and Independence of 


America is a proof of this fact, it is needleſs to 
enlarge upon it. 

I now come to the comparative effect of the two 
Syſtems ſince the cloſe of the war, and I requeſt 


Mr. Adam to attend to it. 


America had internally ſuſtained. the ravage of 
upwards of ſeven years of war, which England 
Had not. Eng land ſuſtained only the expence of 
the war; N America ſuſtained, not only the 


expence, but the deſtruction of pr = committed 


dy both armies. Not a houſe was built during that 
period, and many thouſands were — The 
farms and plantations along the coaſt of the Coun- 
try, for more than a thouſand miles, were laid 

waſte, Her commerce was annihiated. Her ſhips 
were either taken or had rotted within her own 
harbour. The credit of her funds had fallen up- 
wards of ninety per cent. that is, an original 
hundred pounds would not fell for ten pounds, In 
fine, ſhe was apparently put back an hundred years 
when the war cloſed ; which was not the caſe her of 
England. 

But ſuch was the event, that the ſame Repree 
ſentative Syſtem of Government, though ſince 
detter organized, which enabled her to conquer, 
enabled her alſo to recover; and ſhe now preſents 
a more flourithing condition, and a more h 


and harmonized ſociety under that ' ſyſtem of Go- 


yernment, than any country in the world can boaſt 
under any other, Her towns are rebuilt, much 
better than before; her farms and plantations 
are in higher improvement than ever; her com- 
merce is ſpread over the world, and her * — 
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riſen from leſs than ten pounds the hundred to up- 
wards of one hundred and twenty. Mr. Pitt, and 
his colleagues, talk of the things that have happen- 
ed in his boyiſh Adminiſtration, without knowing 
what greater things have happened elſewhere, and 
under other ſyſtems of Government. 

I next come to ſtate the expence of the two 
ſyſtems, as they now ſtand in each of the countries; 
but it may firſt be proper to obſerve, that Go- 
vernment in America 1s what it ought to be, a mat- 
ter of honour and truſt, and not made a trade of 
for the purpoſe of lucre. 

The whole amount of the nett taxes in England 
(excluſive of the expence of collection, of draw- 
backs, of ſeizures and condemnations, of fines and 
penalties, of fees of office, of litigations and in- 
formers, which are ſome of the bleſſed means of 
enforcing them) is, ſeventeen millions. Of this 
ſum, about nine millions go for the payment of 
the intereſt of the National, Debt, and the re- 
mainder, being about eight millions, is for the cur- 
rent annual expences. Thus much for one ſide of 
the caſe. I now. come to the other. 

The expence of all the ſeveral departments of 
the general Repreſentative Government of the 
United States of America, extending over a ſpace 
of country nearly ten times larger than England, 
is two hundred and ninety-four thouſand, five 
- hundred and fifty-eight dollars, which, at 48. 6d. 
per dollar, 1s 66,275), 118. ſterling, and is thus 
apportioned. 


Expence of the Executive Department, 


The Office of the Preſidency, at which the Preſident l. s. 
receives nothing for r - - 5,625 © 
Vice Preſident _ - 3 - * 9 
Chief Juſtice - . - Q 
Five aſſociate Juſtices _ $987 10 
Nineteen Judges of Diſtricts and Attoryey General 6,873 15 


B Legiſlative 
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| Legiſlative Department. 
| 


Merabers of Congreſs at fix dollars (11. 7s.) per day, 
their Secretaries, Clerks, Chaplains, Meſſengers, 
Poar-keepers, &c. - - / = - 25,515 © 


l Treaſury Department, 


Secretary, Aſſiſtant, Comptroller, Auditor, Trea- 
ſurer, Regiiter, and Loan-Office-Keeper, in each 
State, together with all ener Clerks, Office- 


Keepers, &c. - - 12,825 © 
Department of State, including Foreign Afairs. 
Secretary, Clerks, &c. &c, - - 1,496 5 


Department of War. 
Secretary, Clerks, Paymaſters, Commiſſioner, &c. 1,462 10 


Commiſſioners for ſettling Old Accounts, 
The whole Board, Clerks, &c, - - 2,598 35 


Incidental and Contingent Expences, 
For Fire-wood, Stationary, Printing, &c. = 4,016 90 


Total 8 4. 66,275 11 


On account of the incurſions of the Indians on 
the back ſettlements, Congreſs is, at this time, ob- 
liged to keep ſix thouſand militia in pay, in addi- 
tion to a regiment of foot, and a battalion of ar- 
tillery, which it always keeps; and this increaſes 
the expence of the War Department to 390,c00 
dollars, which 1s 87.79 51. ſterling, but when Peace 
ſhall be concluded with the Indians, the greateſt 

art of this expence will ceaſe, and the total 

amount of the expence of Government, including 

that of the army, will not amount to one hundred 

thouſand pounds ſterling, which, as has been al- 

a ready ſtated, is but an eightieth part of the e 
of the Engliſh Government. 
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I requeſt Mr. Adam and Mr. Dundas, and all 
thoſe who are talking of Conſtitutions, and bleſ- 
ſings, and Kings, and Lords, and the Lord knows 
what, to look at this ſtatement. Here is a form 
and ſyſtem of Government, that is better orga- 
nized and better adminiſtered than any Govern- 
ment in the world, and that for leſs than one hun- 
dred thouſand pounds per annum, and yet every 
Member of Congreſs receives, as a compenſation 
for his time and attendance on public buſineſs, 
one pound ſeven ſhiliings per day, which is at the 
rate of nearly five hundred pounds a year. 

This is a Government that has nothing to fear, 
It needs no proclamations to deter people from 
writing and reading, It needs no political ſuper- 
ſtition to ſupport it. It was by encouraging diſcuſ- 
ſion, and rendering the preſs free upon all ſubjects 
of Government, that the principles of Government 
became underſtood in America, and the people 
are now enjoying the preſent bleſſings under it. 
You hear of no riots, tumults, and diſorders in 
that country; becauſe there exiſts no cauſe to pro- 
duce them. Thoſe things are never the effect of 
Freedom, but of reſtraint, oppreſſion, and exceſ- 
five taxation, z 

In America there is not that claſs of poor and 
wretched people that are ſo numerouſly diſperſed 
all over England, and who are to be told by a 
Proclamation, that they are happy ; and this is in 
a great meaſure to be accounted for, not by the 
difference of Proclamations, but by the difference 
of Governments and the difference of Taxes be- 
tween that country and this, What the labouring 
people of that country earn they apply to their own 
uſe, and to the education of their children, and do 
not pay it away in Taxes as faſt as they earn it, to 

B 2 ſupport 
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ſupport Court extravagance, and a long enormous 
liſt of Place- men and Penſioners; and beſides this, 
they have learned the manly doctrine of reverenc- 
ing themſelves, and conſequently of reſpecting 
each other; and they laugh at thoſe imaginary be- 
ings called Kings and Lords, and all the fraudulent 
trumpery of Courts. 

When Place-men and Penſioners, or thoſe who 
expect to be ſuch, are laviſh in praiſe of a Govern- 
ment, it is not a Gen of its being a good one. The 

enſion liſt alone, in England, (ke Sir John Sin- 
clair's Hiſtory of the Revenue, page 6 of the Ap- 
pendix,) is One Hundred and Seven Thouſand 
Four Hundred and Four Pounds, which is more 
than the expences of the whole Government of America 
amount to. And I am now more convinced than 
before, that the offer that was made to me of a 
Thouſand Pounds, for the copy-right of the Se- 
cond Part of the Rights of Man, together with the 
remaining copy-right of the Firſt Part, was to have 
effected, by a quick ſuppreſſion, what is now at- 
tempted to be done by a Proſecution. The con- 
nection which the perſon who made that offer has 
with the King's Printing Office, may furniſh part 
of the means of enquiring into this affair, when the 
Miniſtry ſhould pleaſe to bring their Proſecution to 
iſſue. But to return to my ſubject 

] have ſaid, in the Second Part of Rights of Mon, 
and I repeat it here, that the ſervice of any man, 
whether called King, Preſident, Senator, Legiſ- 
lator, or any thing elſe, cannot be worth more to 
any country, in the regular routine of office, than 
Ten Thouſand Pounds per annum. We have a 
better man in America, and more of a Gentleman 
than any King I ever knew of, who does not occa- 
ſion even half that EXPENCE 3 for, though the ſalary 
is fixed at Five Thouſand Six hundred and Twen- 

ty-Five 


ty-Five Pounds, he does not accept it, and it is 
only the incidental expences that are paid out of it. 
The name by which a man is called is, of itſelf, 
but an empty thing. It is worth and character 
alone which can render him valuable, for without 
theſe, Kings, and Lords, and Preſidents, are but 
Jmgling names. | 

But without troubling myſelf about Conſtitutions 
of Government, I have ſhewn, in the Second Part 
of Rights of Man, that an alliance may be formed 
between England, France, and America, and that 
the expences of Governrhent in England may be 
put back to one million and an half, viz, 


Civil expence of Government, - J. 500,000 
| - Army, - - 500,902 
Navy, - - 800,000 

1, 500, ooo 


And even this ſum is fifteen times greater than the 
expences of Government are in America; and it is 
allo greater than the whole peace eſtabliſhment of 
England amounted to about an hundred years ago. 
So much has the weight and oppreſſion of Taxes 
encreaſed ſince the Revolution, and eſpecially ſince 
the year 1714. | 
To ſhew that the ſum of 500,000]. is ſufficient 
to defray all the civil expences of Government, 
J have, in that work, annexed the following 
eſtimate for any country of the ſame extent as 
England : 2 
In the firſt place, three hundred Repreſentatives, 
fairly elected, are ſufficient for all the purpoſes to 
which Legiſlation can apply, and preferable to a 
larger number. EP 
If then an allowance, at the rate of five hun- 
dred pounds per ann. be made for every Repreſen- 
tative, deducting for non-attendance the Py 
| 1 
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if the whole number attended ſix months each 
year, would be = 75,000 


The Official 8 could not poſt bly 
exceed the following number with the 
ſalaries annexed, viz. 


Three Offices, at 10, ocol. each, ” 30,006 
Ten ditto, at $5,000]. each, | | $0,000 
Twenty ditto, at 2,000l. each, - 40,000 
Forty ditto, at 1,0col.. each, 42,000 
Two hundred ditto, at' 500l. each, - I 00,000 
Three hundred ditto, at 200l. each, 60,000 
Five hundred ditto, at tool. each, 50,000 
Seven hundred ditto, at 751. each, - 52,500 

L. 497,500 


If a Nation choſe, it might deduct four per 
cent from all the offices, and make one of twenty 


_ thouſand pounds per annum, and ſtile the perſon 
who ſhould fill it, King, or Majeſty, or Madjeſty, 


or give him any other title. = | 

Taking, however, this ſum of one million and 
an half, as an abundaat ſupply for all the expences 
of Government under any form whatever, there 
will remain a ſurplus of nearly ſix million and a 
half out of the preſent Taxes, after paying the in- 
tereſt of the National Debt; and I have ſhewn in 
the Second Part of Rights of Man, what appears 
to me, the beſt mode of applying the ſurplus 
money ; for I am now ſpeaking of expences and 
ſavings, and not of ſyſtems of Government, 

I have in the firſt place, eſtimated the poor-rates 
at two millions annually, and ſhewn that the firſt 
effectual ſtep would be to aboliſh the poor- rates 


entirely, (which would be a ſaving of two millions 


to the houſe-keepers,) and to remit four millions 
out of the ſurplus taxes to the poor to be paid to 
them in money in proportion to the number of 

a children 


children in each family, and the number of aged 
perſons. - | 

I have eſtimated the number of perſons of both 
ſexes in England of fifty years of age and upwards 
at 420,000, and have taken one-third of this num- 
ber, viz. 140, ooo, to be poor people. | 

To ſave long calculations, I have taken 70, ooo 
of them to be upwards of fifty years of age and 
under ſixty, and the other to be ſixty years and 
upwards; and to allow ſix pounds per ann, to 
the former claſs, and ten pounds per ann, to the 
latter. The expence of which will be, 


Seventy thouſand perſons at 61. per ann. 420,000 
Seyenty thouſand perſons at 191, per ann, 700,000 


| C. 1,120,000 

There will then remain of the four millions 
2,880,000]. I have ſtated two different methods 
of appropriating this money. The one is to pay 
it in proportion to the number of children in each 
family, at the rate of three or four pounds per ann, 
for each child; the other is, to apportion it ac- 
cording to the expence of living in different coun- 
ties; but in either of theſe caſes it would, together 
with the allowance to be made to the aged, com- 
pletely take off raxes from one-third of all the 
families in England, beſides relieving all the othet 
families from the burthen of poor-rates, 

The whole number of families in England, lot- 
ting five ſouls to each family, is one million four 
hundred thouſand, of which I take one third, viz, 
466,666 to be poor families who now pay four 
million of taxes, and that the pooreſt pays at leaſt 
four guineas a year; and that the other thirteen 
millions are paid by the other two-thirds, The 
plan, therefore, as ſtated in the work is, firſt, to 
remit or repay, as is already ſtated, this — of 

5 our 
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four millions to the poor, becauſe it is impoſſible 
to ſeparate them from the others in the preſent 
mode of collecting taxes on articles of conſump- 
tion; and, ſecondly, to aboliſh tlie poor rates, 
the houſe and window light tax, and to change 
the Commutation Tax into a progreſſive Tax 
on large eſtates, the particulars of all which are 
fet forth in the work, and to which I defire Mr. 
ADAM to refer for particulars, I ſhall here con- 
tent myſelf wich ſaying, that to a town of the 
population of Mancheſter, it will make à dif- 
ference in its favour, compared with the preſent 
ſtate of things, of upwards of fifry thouſand pounds 
annually, and ſo in proportion to all other places 
throughout the nation. This certainly is es 
conſ-quence, than that the ſame ſums ſhould be 
collected to be afterwards ſpent by riotous and 
profligate courtirrs, and in nightly revels at the 
Star and Garter Tavern, Pall Mall. 

I will conclude this part of my letter with an 
extract from the Second Part of Rights of Man, 
which Mr. Dundas (a man rolling in luxury at 
the expence of the nation) has branded with the 
epithet of “ wicked.“ 

Ry the operation of this plan, the poor Jaws, 
te thoſe inſtruments of civil torture, will be ſu— 


„ perſeded, and the waſteful expence of litigation 


« prevented. The hearts of the humane will not 
« be ſhocked by: ragged and hungry children, 
* and perſons of ſeventy and eighty. years of -age 


.« begging for bread, The dying poor will not 


„ . 
* be dragged from place to place, to breathe their 


« laſt, as a repriſal of pariſh upon pariſh, Wi— 
« 4yws will have a maintenance for their chi]- 


e dren, and not be carted away, on the death of 
cc their huſbands, like culprits and criminals, and 


« children will no longer be conſidered as jncreaf- 


« ing the diſtreſſes of their parents. The haunts 


cc of 
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te of the wretched will be known, becauſe it will 
te be to their advantage, and the number of petty 
« crimes, the offspring of poverty and dicke eſs, 
« ill be leſſened. The. poor, as well as the 
« rich, will then be intereſted. in the ſupport of 
Government, and the cauſe and apprehenſion 
tc of riots aud tumults will ceaſe. Ve who lit in 
« eaſe, and ſolace yourſelves in plenty, and ſuch 
ce there are in Turkey and, Ruſſia as well as in 
« England, and who ſay to yourſelves, are we 
„ ' not. "well off ? haye ye thought of theſe thin os 2 
« When ye do, ye will ceaſe to ſpeak and 1 
« for yourſelves alone.“ >—Rights of Man, Pact 
II. page 136. 

After this en of ** Millions be made, 
and the poor Rates and Houſe and Window: light 
Tax be aboliſhed, and the Commutation Tax 
changed, there will ſtill remain nearly ene million 
and an half of ſurplus Taxes; and as by an alli- 
ance between England, France, and America, 
armies and navies will, in a great meaſure, be 
rendered unneceſſary; and as men who have either 
been brought up in, or long habited to, thoſe 
lines of life, are ſtill citizens of a nation in com- 
mon with the reſt, and have a right to participate 
in all plans of National benefit, it is ſtated in 
that work (Rights of Man, part II.) to apply 
annually 507,000]. out of the ſurplus taxes to 
this purpoſe in the following manner: 


To fifteen thouſand diſbanded ſoldiers, gs. per 

week each (clear of deductions) during life 1 17,000 
Additional pay to the remaining ſoldiers, per ann. 19,500 
To the officers of the diſbanded 15 Guring t 


life, the ſame fum of + 117,000 
To fifteen thouſand diſbanded failors, 34+ per — 
week, during life | I 17,000 
Additional pay to the 3 e „ „„ iges 

To the officers of the We 0 of the Na | 
vy, during life - 117, 0 
L. 507,000 


C The 


* Thelimirs to which it is proper to confine this 


« is exploded by the new ſyſtem, and recourſe 


Letter, will not admit of my entering into further 


1 I addreſs it to Mr. Dundas becauſe 
he 


took the lead in the debate, and he wiſhes, I 
ſuppoſe, to appear conſpicuous; but the purport 
ofir is to juſtify myſelf from the charge which Mr. 
Adam has made. s | 

This Gentleman, as has been obſerved in the 
beginning of this Letter, conſiders the writings of 
Harrington, Moore, and Hume, as juſtifiable 
and legal Publications, becauſe they reaſoned by 
comparifon, though, in ſo doing, they ſhewed plans 


and fyſtems of Government, not only different 


from, but preferable to, that of England; and 
he accuſes me of endeavouring to confuſe, inſtead 
of producing a ſyſtem in the room of that which 
J have reafoned againſt ; whereas the fact is, that 
1 have not only reaſoned by compariſon of the 
Repreſentative fyltem againſt the Hereditary 
ſyſtem, but I have gone further ; for I have pro- 
duced an inſtance of a Government eſtabliſhed en- 
tirely on the Repreſentative ſyſtem, under which 
much greaterhappineſs isenjoyed, much fewer Tax- 
es required, and much higher credit is eſtabliſhed, 


than under the ſyſtem of Government in England. 


The funds in England have riſen ſince the war 
only from 541. to 971. and they have been down, 
ſince the Proclamation, to 871. whereas the Funds 


in America roſe in the mean time from 10l. to 120). 


His charge againſt me“ of deſtroying every 
3 of ſubordination, is equally as ground- 
eſs, which even a ſingle paragraph from the work 
will prove, and which I ſhall here quote: 

« Formerly, when diviſions aroſe reſpecting 
© (Governments, recourſe was had to the ſword, 
« and a civil war enſued, That ſavage cuſtom 


15 
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e i5 had to a National Convention. Diſcuſſion, 
* and the general will, arbitrates the queſtion 
« and to this private opinion yields with a good 
« grace, and order is preſerved uninterrupted.” — 
Rights of Man, Part II. p. 173. IE | 
That two different charges ſhould be brought 
at the ſame time, the one by a Member of the 
Legiſlature for vt doing a certain thing, and the 
other by the Attorney General for doing it, is- a 
ſtrange jumble of contradiftions. I have new 
juſtified myſelf, or the work rather, againſt the 
firſt, by ſtating the caſe in this letter, and the 
juſtification of the other will be undertaken in its 
proper place. But in any caſe the work will go on. 
I ſhall now conclude this Letter, with ſaying, 
that the only objection 1 found againſt the plan, 
and principles contained in the Second Part of 
Rights of Max when I had written the book, was, 
that they would beneficially intereſt atleaſt ninety- 
nine perſons out of every hundred throughout the 
nation, and therefore would not leave ſufficient 
room for men to act from the direct and diſin- 
tereſted principle of honour ; but the proſecution 
now commenced has fortunacely removed that ob- 
jection, and the approvers and protectors of that 
work now feel the immediate impulſe of honour 


added to that of National Intereſt, ER. 


I am, Mr. Dundas, 
Not your obedient humble Servant, 
But the contrary, 
, THOMAS PAINE. 


Copied from the Paper entitled 
« THE AKGUS,” June 9. 
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i 8 12 | London, June FR 1792, | 


HAVE ſeen in the Public Newſpapers the 
following Advertiſement, to wit 


e To the Nobility, Gentlemen, Clergy, Free- 


60 holders, and other Inhabitants of the County 
of Surrey. 

At the requiſition and deſire of ſeveral of 
« the Freeholders of the County, I am, in the 
« abſence of the Sheriff, to defire the favour of 
«© your attendance, at a Meeting to be held at 
« Epſom, on Monday the 18th inſtant, at 12 
C O clock at noon, to conſider of an Humble Ad- 
« dreſs to his MaJjesTy, to expreſs our grateful 
« approbation of his MaJesTy's paternal and 
dc well-timed attention to the public welfare, in 
& his late moſt gracious Proclamation againſt 
« the Enemies of our happy Conſtitution, 


© (Signed) „ ONSLOW CRANLEY.” 


* 


Taking it for granted, that the aforeſaid Ad. 
vertiſement, equally as obſcure as the Proclama- 
tion to which it refers, has nevertheleſs ſome 
meaning, and is intended to effect ſyme purpoſe ; 
and as a proſecution (whether wiſely or * 
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juſtly or unjuſtly) is already commenced againſt 
a work intitled Rights of Man, of which I have 
the honour and the happineſs to be the author; I 
feel it neceſſary to addreſs this Letter to you, and 
to requeſt that it may be read publicly to the 
Gentlemen who ſhall meet at Epſom in conſe- 
quence of that Advertiſement. | 

The work now under proſecution 1s, I con- 
ceive, the ſame work which is intended to be ſup- 
preſſed by the aforeſaid Proclamation. Admit- 
ting this ro be the caſe, the Gentlemen of the 
county of Surrey are called upon by ſomebody 
to condemn a work, and they are at the ſame 
time forbidden by the Proclamation to know 
what that, work is; and they are further called 
upon to give their aid and aſſiſtance to prevent 
other people from knowing. it alſo.—It is there- 
fore neceſſary that the author, for his own juſti- 
fication, as well as to prevent the Gentlemen who 
ſhall meet from being impoſed upon by miſrepre- 
ſentation, ſhould give ſome out- lines of the prin- 
ciples and plans which that work contains. 

The work, Sir, in queſtion, contains, firſt, an 
inveſtigation of —_ principles of Government. 

It alſo diſtinguiſhes Government into two claſſes 
or ſyſtems, the one the hereditary ſyſtem—the 
other the repreſentative ſyſtem; and it compares 
thoſe two ſyſtems with each other. - 

It ſhews, that what is called Hereditary Go- 
vernment cannot exiſt as a matter of right; be- 
cauſe Hereditary Government always means a 
Government yet to come; and the caſe always is, 
that thoſe who are to live afterwards have always 
the ſame right to eſtabliſh a Government for 


| themſelves as the People had who lived before 


them, 
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It alſo ſhews the defect to which Hereditary 


Government is unavoidably ſubject; that it muſt, 
from the nature of it, throw Government into 
the hands of men totally unworthy of it from 
want of principle, or unfitted for it from want of 
capacity. JaMEs the IId. and many others are 
recorded in the Engliſh hiſtory, as proofs of the 
former of thole caſes, and inſtances are to be found 
almoft all over Europe, to prove the truth of the 
err. i | 3 ie 

It then ſhews, that the Repreſentative Syſtem is 
the only true ſyſtem of Government; that it is 
alfo the only ſyſtem under which the liberties of 
any People can be permanently ſecure; and fur- 
ther, that it is the only one that can continue the 
ſame equal probability at all times of admitting 
of none but men properly qualified, both by 
principles and abilities, into the Government, 
and of excluding ſuch as are otherwiſe. 

The work ſhews alſo, by plans and calcula- 
tions not hitherto denied nor controverted, not 


even by the proſecution that is commenced, that 


the taxes now exiſting may be reduced at leaſt fix 


millions, that taxes may be entirely taken off from 


the Poor, who are compured at one-third of the 
nation, and that the taxes on the other rwo-thirds 
may be very conſiderably reduced - that the aged 
Poor may be comfortably provided for, and the 
children of poor families properly educated that 
fifteen thouland foldiers, aud the ſame number of 
jailors, may be diſbanded, and allowed three 
thillings per week during life out of the ſurplus. 
raxes; and allo, that a proportionate allowance 
may be made to the officers, and the pay of the 
remaining ſoldiers and ſailors be encreaſed; and 
that it is better to apply the ſurplus taxes to thole 
purpoles, than to conſume them oh lazy and 
| ; f Pfrlofligate 
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_ profligate placemen and penſioners; and that the 


revenue, faid to be twenty thouſand pounds per 
annum, raiſed by a tax upon coals, and given to 
the Duke of RicamonD, is a groſs impoſition 
upon all the people of London, and ought to be 
inſtantly aboliſhed. 


This, Sir, is a conciſe abſtract of the principles 


and plans contained in the work that is now pro- 
ſecured, and for the ſuppreſſion of which the Pro- 
clamation appears to be intended: But as it is 
impoſſible that I can, in the compals of a letter, 


bring into view all the matters contained in the - 


work, and as it is proper that the Gentlemen 
who may compoſe that Meeting ſhould know 


what the merits or demerits of it are, before they 


come to any reſolutions, either directly or indi- 
rectly relating thereto, I requeſt the honqur of 
preſenting them with one hundred copies of the 
ſecond part of Rionrs or Man, and alſo one 
thouſand copies of my letter to Mr. Duxbas, 
which I have directed to be ſent to Epſom for that 
purpoſe; and I beg the favour of the Chairman 
to take the trouble of preſenting them to the 
Gentlemen who ſhall meet on that occaſion, with 


my ſincere wiſhes for their happineſs, and for that 


of the Nation in general. 
Having now cloſed thus much of-the ſubje& of 
my letter, I next come to.ſpeak of what has rela- 


tion to me perſonally. I am well aware of the 


delicacy that attends it, but the purpoſe of calling 
the Meeting appears to me ſo inconſiſtent with 
that juſtice that is always due between man and 
man, that it is proper I ſhould (as well on 


account of the Gentlemen who may meet, as on 


my own account) explain myſelf fully and can- 
didly thereon, | 
T have 


[an 
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J have already informed the, Gentlemen, that a 

proſecution is commenced againſt a work of which 
J have the honour and happineſs to be the author, 
and I have good reaſons for believing, that the 
Proclamation which the Gentlemen are called to 
conſider, and to preſent an Addreſs upon, 1s pur- 
polcly calculated to give an impreſſion to the Fury 
before whom that matter is to come. In ſhort, 
that it is dictating a verdict by proclamation; and 
I conſider the inſtigators of the meeting to be held 
at Epſom, as aiding and abetting the ſame im- 
proper, and in my opinion illegal purpoſe, and 
that in a manner very artfully. contrived, as I 
ſha}l now ſhew. 
Had a Mecting been called of the F 8 
of the County of Middleſex, the Gentlemen who 
had compoled that Meeting, would have rendered 
themſelves objectionable as perſons to ſerve on a 
Jury before whom the judicial caſe was afterwards 
to come. But by calling a Meeting out of the 
County of Middleſcx, that matter 1s artfully 
avoided, and the Gentlemen of Surrey are ſum- | 
moned, as if it were intended thereby to give a 
tone to the ſort of verdict which the inſtigators of 
the Meeting no doubt wiſh ſnould be brought in, 
and to give countenance to the Jury in ſo doing. 


I am, Sir, 
With much reſpect to the 
Gentlemen who ſhall meet, 
Their and your 


Copied from the Obedient humble ſervant, 
« ARGUS,” June 21. 
THOMAS PAINE. 
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ONSLOW CRANLEY, 


COMMONLY CALLED 

LORD ONSLOW. 
- 8 

SIR, Londen, June 21ft, 1792. 
WI ENI wrote you the Letter which Mr. 
Horne Tooke did me the favour to pre- 
ſent to you, as Chairman of the Meeting held at 
Fpſom, Monday, June 18th, it was not with 
much expectation that you would do me the juſtice 
of permitting, or recommending it to be publicly 
read, I am well aware, that the fignature of Tho- 
mas Paine has ſomething in it dreadful to ſinecure 
Placemen and Penſioners ; and when you, on fee- 
ing the Letter opened, informed the Meeting 
that it was ſigned Thomas Paine, and added, in 
a tone of exclamation, * the common enemy of 


« us all!“ you ſpoke one of the greateſt truths 


you ever uttered, if you confine the expreſſion 
to men of the ſame deſcription with yourlelf; 


men living in indolence and luxury, on the ſpoil 


and labours of the Public. 

The Letter has ſince appeared in the Argus, and 
probably in other Papers. It will juſtify itſelf; 
but if any thing on that account had been want- 
ing, your own conduct at the Meeting would 
have ſupplied the omiſſion. You there ſufficiently 
proved, that I was not miſtaken in ſuppoſing that 
the Meeting was called to g1vt an indirect aid to 
the proſecution commenced againit a work, the 
reputation of which will long out-live the me— 


morv of the Penſioner I am writing to. 


When Meetings, Sir, are called by the parti- 
zans of the Court, to preclude the nation the right 
D | of 
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of inveſtigating Syſtems and Principles of Govern- 
ment, and of expoſing errors and defects, under 
the pretence of proſecuting an individual—it for- 
niſhes an additional motive for maintaining ſacred 
that violated right. 

The principles and arguments contained in the 
work in queſtion, RIGHTS OF MAN, have 
ſtood, and they now ſtand, and I believe ever will 
ſtand, unrefuted, They are ſtared in a fair and 
open manaer to the world, and they have already 
received the public approbation of a greater num- 
ber of men, of the batt of characters, of every de- 
nomination of fcligion, and of every rank in life, 
(Placemen and Penſioners excepted) than all the 
Juries that ſhall meet in England, for ten years to 
come, will amount to; and I have moreover 
good reaſons for. believing that the approvers of 
that work, as well private as public, are already 
more numerous than all the preſent Electors 
throughout the Nation, 

Not le!s than forty pamphlets, intended as an- 
ſwers thereto, have appearcd, and as ſuddenly 
diſappeared ; Scarcely are the titles of any of them 
remembered, notwithitanding their endeavours 
have been aided by all the daily abuſe which the 
Court and Miniiterial Newſpapers, for almoſt a 
year and a half, could b:ftow, both upon the 
work and the author: And now that every at- 
tempt to refute, and ever abuſe has failed, the in- 
vention of calling the work a Libel has been hit 
upon, and the dilcomfited party has puſillant- 
moully retreated to proſecution and a Jury, and 
obſcure Addreſſes. | | 

As I well know that a long letter from me will 
not be agreeable to you, I will relieve your un- 

caſineſs by making it as ſhort as I conveniently 
can; and will conclude it with raking up the ſub- 
ject ar that parc where Mr. Horne Tooke was in- 
terrupted from going on when 2 at the We. E 
at 
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That gentleman was ſtating, that the ſituation 
you ſtood in rendered it improper for you to ap- 


pear a#ively in a ſcene in which your private in- 


tereſt was too viſible: That you were a Bed- 
chamber Lord at a thouſand a year, and a Pen- 
ſioner at three thouſand pounds a year more—and 
here he was ſtopt by the little, but noiſy circle 
you had collected round you. Permit me then, 
Sir, to add an explanation to his words, for the 
benefit of your neighbours, and with which, and a 
few obſervations, I ſhall cloſe mv letter. 

When it was reported in the Engliſh Newſpa- 
pers, ſome ſhort time ſince, that the Empreſs of 
Ruſſia had given to one of her minions a large 
tract of country, and ſeveral thouiands of pealancs 
as property, it very juſtly provoked indignation 
and abhorrence in thoſe who heard it. But if we 
compare the mode practiſed in England, with 
that which appears to us lo abhorrent in Ruſſia, 
it will be found to amount to very 8 the 
ſame thing; — for example: 

As the whole of the revenue in England i is drawn 
by taxes from the pockets of the people, thoſe 


| things called gifts and grants, (of which kind are 


all penſions and finecure places,) are paid out of 


that ſtock. The difference, therefore, between the 


two modes is, that in England the money is col- 
lected by the Government, and then given to the 
Penſioner, and in Ruſſia he is left to collect it for 
himſelf. The ſmalleſt ſum which the pooreſt fa- 
mily in a county ſo near to London, as Surrey, 
can be ſuppoſed to pay annually of taxes, is not 
leſs than five pounds; and as your ſinecure of one 


thouſand, and penſion of three thouſand per an- 
num, are made vp of taxes paid by eight hun- 


dred ſuch poor families, it comes to the fame 
thing as if the eight hundred families had been 
given to you, as in Ruſſia, and you had collected 

the 
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the money on your own account, Were you to 
ſay that you are not quartered: particularly on the 
people of Surrey, but on the nation at large, the 
objection would amount to nothing; for as there 
are more Penſioners than counties, every one may 


be conlidered as quartered on that in which he 


lives. 

What honour or happineſs you can gente from 
being tie Principal Pauper of the neighbour- 
hood, and TAS, greater expence than 
the poor, the aged, and the infirm, for ten miles 
round you, I leave you to enjoy. At the ſame 
time ] can fee that it is no wonder you ſhould 
be ſtrenuous in ſuppreſſing a book which ſtrikes at- 
the root of thoſe abuſes. No wonder that you 
ſhould be againſt Reforms—againlt the Freedom 
of the Vreſs, and the Right of Inveſtigation. To 

ov, and to others of your deſcription, theſe are 
dre:dfut things; but you ſhould alſo congder, 
that the motives which prompt you to 4K, n 
by reflexion, to compel you to be //lent. | 

Having now returned your compliment, and 
ſufficiently tired your patience, I take my leave 
of, you, with mentioning, that if you had not pre- 
vented my former r from being read at the 
Meeting, you would not have had the trouble of , 
reading this; and allo with reqdeſting, that the 
next time you call me, * common enemy, you 
would add, of us ine cure Piacemen aid Penſioners.” 

Lam, Su tC: Ke. 
| TEHOMAS PAINE. 
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